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REPLY 



Sir: 



In reply to the UPTO communication dated November 25, 2003, Applicant files 
the following response. 

The Applicant elects with traverse Group I claims (claims 1-28) for prosecution. 
Applicant disagrees that Groups I and II define distinct inventions. Claims 29 through 42 
are withdrawn from further consideration without prejudice. 

Further, Applicant elects with traverse the species, a flake with a drug. The 
Examiner indicated that a choice had to be made between (a) a flake with a drug, or (b) a 
flake without a drug. The generic claim is directed toward a flake. 

The next species election involved the following choice, (a) the drug is embedded 
in the flake, or (b) the drug is coated on the flake. The generic claim is directed to flakes 
comprising a drug. With traverse, Applicant elects the species, drug is embedded in the 



Next, Applicant elects with traverse a natural polymer. The choice presented was 
(a) a flake comprising a non-polymer, or (b) a natural polymer, or (c) a synthetic 
polymer. The generic claim is directed toward flake materials. 

Finally, Applicant elects with traverse, a solid flake for claim 24. The choice here 
was between (a) a solid flake, or (b) a semisolid flake. 



Applicant believes that these elections satisfy the requirements stated by the 
Examiner. 

Should fees be assessed, please charge Deposit Account # 03-2410. 
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The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney at (617) 854-4237 should 
he determine that a telephonic interview would expedite prosecution of this case. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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